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Missions of iGHP

The Institute for Global Health Policy Research (iGHP) under
the Bureau of International Health Cooperation in the
National Center for Global Health and Medicine (NCGM) of
Japan aims to foster and further develop the field of global
health policy and research with the following missions.

Accumulation of evidence on global health policy

One of the most important missions of the iGHP is to
collaborate and contribute to the advancement of global
health policy research. We work in close coordination and
cooperation with global health projects in various regions
and aim to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of
these projects. In addition, we aim to improve the quality
and quantity of information accumulated through these
projects, as well as to promote advancement of both health
systems and associated global health activities.

Research on health systems and research in the field of
healthcare

iGHP promotes research on health systems, research on
health metrics and evaluation, research on global health and
medical cooperation in collaboration with each department
of and overseas bases of NCGM, and joint research in the
field of healthcare with domestic and overseas partner
research institutions. We offer efficient and accurate means
to collect and accumulate information in the field of global
health, utilizing our experience and techniques in the area
of system innovation, governance, and diplomacy. We also
provide consultation on research design to make use of
accumulated data and research results.

Development of human resources for global health policy
research

iGHP promotes advancements in practical research while
also improving the quality of research on health systems
and healthcare in developing countries, often conducted
and led by experts dispatched to developing countries. In
addition, the iGHP will contribute to the development of
Japan’s global health leaders and global policy researchers
by accumulating knowledge related to such innovative
research approaches.

Policy recommendations to Japan and the world

Key missions of the iGHP include the establishment of a
public, academic, and private sector research platform
and the provision of healthcare policy recommendations
to national and local governments, and the rest of the
world. By building a system for information collection and
policy evaluation that supports systematic data collection
and evaluation of global health projects, the iGHP aims
to contribute to better policy and health care system
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operation in a range of countries, local governments, local
communities, and healthcare institutions.

Impact
Policy impact: Research activities that contribute to

improvements in global health

Academic impact: Promotion of research with high impact

factors

Social impact: Active promotion of information

dissemination through open
symposiums, seminars, and media,
provision of policy recommendations,
and collaboration between
government and private sectors

Research Projects

1.

Global health policy research

Platform for policy input for the UN General Assembly
High-Level Meeting on UHC

International comparative study on global health
diplomacy for the G20 (Governments of Japan and
Germany)

Research on strengthening Japan’s cooperation
strategy for the Asia Human Well-being Initiative
(Government of Japan)

2. Collaborative research and human resource development

with domestic and overseas institutions

Policy support utilizing health big data (Government
of Thailand, National Health Security Office (NHSO) of
Thailand)

Analysis of the contributions of Japan’s Official
Development Assistance (ODA) for Health (Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan, Japan International Cooperation Agency,
and more.)

Future health system research (Swedish Institute for
Global Health Transformation (SIGHT) of Sweden)
Research and development of data platforms to
support the health of refugees and immigrants
(United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA))

Development and application of databases on
infectious diseases, lifestyle diseases, and healthcare
systems

Medical registry research (Taiwan)

Policy research on antimicrobial resistance (University
of Hong Kong, NCGM-AMR Reference Center)
Research support seminars and practical workshops
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3. Strengthening of collaboration among various
departments within NCGM

Evaluation and support of the International
Promotion of Japan’s Healthcare Technologies and
Services
Study on the ASEAN mutual recognition system
Research on migration and tuberculosis (NCGM
department of respiratory medicine, International
Health Care Center)
Seminars for practitioners of global health

4. Global Health & Medicine
Launch of an international peer-reviewed journal by
NCGM (6 issues per year)

Major Research Projects

1. Global health policy research

Expert meetings and policy research as a think tank (in
preparation for the United Nations General Assembly
High-Level Meeting (UNGA-HLM) on Universal Health
Coverage (UHC)

In preparation for the UNGA-HLM on UHC scheduled for
September 23, 2019, the activities of the UHC2030 also
received wider recognition and attention. The Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), agreed in 2015 by the 193
member countries of the United Nations, is an ambitious
attempt to create a safer, fairer and healthier world by 2030.
In order to achieve a healthier world, the achievement of
Universal Health Coverage (UHCQ) is included as a target in
Goal 3 of the SDGs.

On July 30, 2019, the iGHP invited a panel of experts who
made recommendations on UHC to the G20 and had an
informal session on exchange of views. On August 1, 2019,
Dr. Akihito Watabe from the UHC2030 Secretariat (Geneva,
Washington DC and New York), was invited to report on the
activities of UHC2030. iGHP put together the findings from
these meetings and published them in The BMJ Opinion.

2. Collaborative research and human resource
development with domestic and overseas institutions

The establishment of a visual data platform on Japan'’s
ODA for Health

With the assistance of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
(BMGF) and the cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan and Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), the iGHP has established and launched the
Japan Tracker, the first data platform of its kind in Japan to
visualize the flow of funds and degree of contribution of
Japan'’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) in the health
sector. This data platform makes it possible to track the flow
of ODA funds in the health sector over the past five years
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with respect to which region and which specific health focus
area received the funds and how much of the funds were
spent.

Research on big data utilization with Thailand’s National
Health Security Office (NHSO)

In 2017, a joint research team, comprised of Thailand's
National Health Security Office (NHSO) and the iGHP was
launched under a JICA technical cooperation project,
“Partnership Project for Global Health and Universal
Health Coverage (UHC).” In order to further promote this
research collaboration, both institutions entered into a
comprehensive research agreement (MOU) in June 2018.
At present, the NHSO and iGHP are advancing policy
research using health data on diabetes and asthma patients
in Thailand. Both institutions will continue to promote
health policy research and disseminate knowledge to both
countries and the rest of the world.

Development of and research on a data platform to support
the health of refugees and immigrants

In coordination with the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),
we have advanced the development of the foundations
for a data platform to support the health of refugees. We
are also working to build and implement a system that
promotes interactive communication between individuals
and their medical providers using mobile phones. Through
a series of developments, we are working to build a system
where more effective health services are provided, and
where individual refugees can understand their own health
conditions and are encouraged to voluntarily manage their
own health.

3. Strengthening of collaboration among various
departments within NCGM

Collaboration with the Bureau of International Health
Cooperation on the International Promotion of Japan’s
Healthcare Technologies and Services

iGHP collaborated with the Bureau of International Health
Cooperation (the Bureau) to establish the framework
for the evaluation of each project conducted under the
International Promotion of Japan’s Healthcare Technologies
and Services. Working together, the Bureau and iGHP also
established the appropriate metrics for evaluating the
outcomes of each project. In addition, the iGHP supported
the Bureau in mapping out strategies for projects aimed
to encourage "Team Approach to Health Care", which the
NCGM hospital conducted with the Bach Mai Hospital, a
flagship hospital in Vietnam. Furthermore, the Bureau and
iGHP are jointly promoting the publication and publicity
of the academic and social achievements of the entire
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International Promotion of Japan’s Healthcare Technologies
and Services and individual projects.

Study on ASEAN's Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA)
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
aims to build a strong economic community within the
region, which will promote the free movement of skilled
workers. The Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs) for
professional qualifications have been agreed upon by ASEAN
countries to that effect. In the field of health care, there are
three MRAs: medical, dental and nursing services. Working
with the NCGM Bureau of International Health Cooperation
in this research, we analyze how we can address disparities
among ASEAN countries with a specific focus on nursing
services and what roles Japan can play in narrowing the gap.

Special Lectures and Symposia

December 6,2019

The International Symposium on Data Policies for National
Health Data Utilization

Raymond N. Kuo, Associate Professor, Institute of Health
Policy and Management, College of Public Health, National
Taiwan University / Tippawan Liabsuetrakul, Professor,
Epidemiology Unit, Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla
University / Takanori Fujita, Health Care Data policy Project
Lead, the Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution
Japan, World Economic Forum / James Tzu-Hsuen Yuan,
Assistant Professor, Institute of Occupational Medicine and
Industrial Hygiene, College of Public Health, National Taiwan
University

February 17,2020

UK-Japan Joint Symposium 2020 on Next Generation Health
John Ainsworth, Professor of the Division of Informatics,
Imaging & Data Sciences And Director of the Centre for
Health Informatics, University of Manchester / Gary Leeming,
Chief Technology Officer of Connected Health Cities,
University of Manchester/ Ruth Norris, Head of Strategic
Relations, Centre for Health Informatics, University of
Manchester / Takanori Fujita, Health Care Data Policy Project
Lead, the Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution Japan,
World Economic Forum / Hiraku Kumamaru, Associate
Project Professor, Department of Healthcare Quality
Assessment, Graduate School of Medicine, The University
of Tokyo/ Shuhei Nomura, Research Fellow, iGHP / Hiroaki
Miyata, Director of the Department of Global Health Systems
and Innovation, iGHP

Co-hosted events

August 27,2019

Lecture by Dr. Akihiro Seita, Director of Health Program
and WHO Special Representative at UNRWA (United
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Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine refugees in
the Near East)

Hosted by iGHP and Co-organized by iGHP and the Human
Resources Center for Global Health (HRC-GH) of NCGM

Workshops

November 30 - December 1, 2019

Global Health Diplomacy Workshop

Co-organized by iGHP, the Human Resources Center for
Global Health (HRC-GH) of NCGM, and the Department of
GHP at the University of Tokyo

Resource persons from the Ministry of Public Health,
Thailand; Ministry of Public Health, Thailand; Tsinghua
University School of Medicine China; Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare (MHLW), Japan; Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA), Japan

Seminars

July 30,2019

Expert Panel Consultation in preparation towards the
United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting
(UNGA-HLM) on Universal Health Coverage (UHC)

Satoshi Ezoe, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Japan to the
United Nation / Saeda Makimoto, JICA Research Institute
/ Masaki Inaba, Director of Global Health Program, Africa
Japan Forum / Mari Michinaga, Executive Board Member,
Japan Medical Association / Yasunori Tawaragi, Japan
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association / Shinichiro Noda,
Bureau of International Health Cooperation in the National
Center for Global Health and Medicine (NCGM) / Yasushi
Katsuma, Director of Global Health Affairs and Governance,
iGHP

August 1, 2019

Moving Together to Build a Healthier World: Key Asks from
the UHC Movement

Dr. Akihito Watabe, UHC2030 Core Team, UN HLM Task Lead

August 27,2019

The Ebola Outbreak: A Call To Strengthen Health Systems
For Sustainable Development

Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director For Africa

September 17,2019

Global Development of Public Health

Dr. Yasuhiro Iso, Professor of Public Health, Graduate School
of Medicine, Osaka University
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