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Dr Akihiro Seita is the Director of Health Program and WHO Special
Representative at UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine refugees in the Near East) HQ in Amman, Jordan. He is managing
primary health care for 5.7 million Palestine Refugees (PR) in Gaza, West
Bank, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan through 143 health centers, with 3500
staff with USD 120 million dollars per year.

Dr Seita is a reformist and strong change manager in the Universal Health
Coverage. Dr Seita joined UNRWA in 2011, and has been leading its health
reform through the person-centered, family medicine approach, or family
health team (FHT). FHT is to address the entity of health problem among
PR particularly in the era of the non-communicable diseases (NCD)
epidemic. FHT is a drastic change from the classical disease-centered
approach, and despite continiusous challenges, he managed to expand FHT
reform in almost all health centers by 2016.

Dr Seita is also an innovator. He initiated e-health (electronic medical
records) in UNRWA'’s health centers to make health services more efficient,
effective, and evidence-based. E-health is now in 100+ health centers,
covering close to 3 million people. By using e-health, he introduced two
innovative interventions, first in the world in a large scale: cohort analysis
for monitoring of diabetes, and a mobile application for maternal and child
health booklet for helping mothers to monitor their pregnancy and child
growth.

Technical robustness is also Dr Seita’s competency. Prior to UNRWA, he
worked at WHO/EMRO as coordinator for TB, AIDS and Malaria. He
extensively worked for DOTS and received the Karl Styblo Public Health
Award in 2002 from the International Union against TB and Lung Disease.



In UNRWA, his work in PHC and NCD is well appreciated, and the American
Diabetes Association and the International Diabetes Federation invited him
to their conferences as a key panel speaker.

Dr Seita is a partnership person. He extended UNRWA'’s collaboration to
global institutions like Harvard Medical School, London School of Hygiene
& Tropical Medicines, the Lancet, and others. He managed to organize an
International Conference on Diabetes and Refugees in April 2017 in Jordan
together with UNHCR, WHO, IOM, MSF, and others with close to 100
participants. It was the very first international conference on this subject.

He is an effective fundraiser. Amid the financial crisis in UNRWA (which
solely rely on voluntary contribution from donors for its operation), Dr
Seita worked very closely with donors like USA, Japan, UK, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia and others, to raise project funds for key UNRWA health operations
like e-health, mental health and maternal & child health. He also worked well
with the private sector and, for example, was instrumental to receive USD
500,000 equivalent clothes support from UNIQLO.

Last not but least, Dr Seita is a great advocate on health in politics. He
reads politics very well, and puts health agenda effectively in political
arena. This is very important in working at UNRWA where reading the
politics is the very first step in any health work. He made an Lancet piece
“No health without peace: why SDG 16 is essential for health” (Lancet, vol.
388, pages 2352-2353, Nov 12, 2016).

Prior to UNRWA, Dr Seita worked at the WHO/EMRO in Cairo, Egypt. He
was the coordinator for TB, AIDS and malaria, and assisted the 22
countries of the Region. He studied medicine at Kochi medical school in
Japan. He was the research fellow for the Takemi Programme of
International Health at the Harvard School of Public Health from 2003 to
2004. He received the Princess Chichibu Memorial TB Award for Global
Contribution in 2014 and Karl Styblo Public Health Award in 2002.

Dr Seita was born on 23 January 1961 in Fukuoka, Japan, and is a father of
one daughter.
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